
Fire Danger Interpretation: 
Burning Index (BI) Breakpoint – thresholds 
dividing BI into 5 levels of staffing based on fire 
business or climatology (Lower Yakima only) 
Max – Highest BI by day, 2006-2018 
Avg – Average BI by day, 2006-2018 
2015 – A Year to Remember 
Remember What Fire Danger Tells You: 
Burning Index gives day to day fluctuations 
calculated from 1400 temperature, humidity 
(RH), wind, daily temperature and RH ranges, 
and precipitation duration 
Watch local conditions and variations across 
the landscape – Fuel, Weather, Topography 
Listen to forecasts, especially WIND 
Local Thresholds – Watch Out 
Strong winds preceded by or during periods of 
low RH, especially Dry Cold Front Passage 
Haines 5/6 including Thermal Trough Passage 
RH <20% 
Past Experience 
Staffing Level 5 combined with poor overnight 
humidity recoveries <45%, especially 
consecutive days, are often correlated with 
extreme fire behavior (fire runs >1 mile) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stations: 452030 
Zones: 677, 684 
 

Stations: 453002, 
453601 
Zones: 673, 674 
 

Stations: 453201, 
453102, 452701 
Zones: 673, 675, 
641 
 

WA 
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Central Washington Interagency 
Communications Center 
Current seasonal and daily National Fire Danger 
Rating data can be found by navigating to 
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/districts/CWICC/ Valley: Okanogan and Columbia River valley grass and brush in Chelan and Okanogan counties. 

 

Upper Basin: Interior Columbia Basin brush and grass generally above 1,500 feet elevation.  
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Lower Basin: Interior Columbia Basin brush and grass generally below 1,500 feet elevation. 
 



 

 

Stations: 452006, 
452035 
Zones: 685 
 

Stations: 452219, 
452306 
Zones: 680 
 

Stations: 452134, 
452132 
Zones: 682 
 

Stations: 452404 
Zones: 639, 681 
 

Methow: Eastern slope of the Cascade Mountain Range in Okanogan County from the Cascade crest 
downslope to the point where forest cover becomes limited by moisture and aspect. 
 

Chelan: Eastern slope of the Cascade Mountain Range in Chelan County from the Cascade crest 
downslope to the point where forest cover becomes limited by moisture and aspect. 
 

Upper Yakima: Eastern slope of the Cascade Mountain Range in Kittitas and Yakima County south to the 
Yakama Nation from the Cascade crest downslope to the point where forest cover becomes limited by 
moisture and aspect. 
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Lower Yakima: Eastern slope of the Cascade Mountain Range on the Yakama Nation and in Klickitat 
County from the Cascade crest downslope to the point where forest cover becomes limited by moisture 
and aspect. 
 

All stations meet NWCG Wx Station Standards at the time of publication, May 2019 
Responsible Agency: Okanogan Wentachee  National Forest 

 


