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VIPR to ROSS Interface 
Virtual Incident PRocurement (VIPR) is a web-based Forest Service application that 
allows vendors to find solicitations that match their resources, submit quotes on 
solicitations and amendments, and update their company and resource information. 
The VIPR to ROSS interface allows pertinent information about vendor-owned resources 
to be shared electronically, to reduce errors and increase the efficiency of dispatching 
those resources in ROSS. 

The VIPR to ROSS Interface may be deployed as early as June, 2015. Prior to 
deployment, all contracts and contracted resources entered into ROSS must be 
reviewed. To ensure a clean transition, each Dispatch Center must review their resource 
items and complete any required data cleanup activities. 

Cleaning up your contracts and contracted resources in ROSS 
Because VIPR and ROSS can now share data, it is important to first clean up the existing 
contracts and contracted resources currently stored in ROSS. To do this, you need to 
perform the following: 

• Print out your Dispatch Priority List (DPL) 
• Clean up the contracts related to your dispatch center 
• Clean up the resources dispatched by your dispatch center. 

The tasks outlined in this document are intended as a guide. Always refer to your 
Regional Standard Operating Guides/Procedures for specific regional or local 
direction. 

See, “Contract – setting up agreements.” 

Print out your DPL 
Your DPL identifies all the information you need to clean up the contracts and 
contracted resources associated with your dispatch center. 

Clean up the contracts related to your dispatch center 
To complete the tasks in this section you’ll need to: 

• Log in to ROSS 
• Open the Contract screen 
• Keep your DPL handy. 
  

http://famit.nwcg.gov/sites/default/files/ROSS%20User%20Guide%20Contract.pdf
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To remove your dispatch center’s expired VIPR contracts 

 In ROSS, open the Contract screen. 

 For each Contract Number with Type = CWN, perform the following 

a. Verify which Contract Numbers are VIPR contracts. 

b. Compare the (VIPR) Contract Number displayed on the Contract screen to what 
is listed on your DPL.  

c. If Entered By = Your Dispatch Center, click the Remove Contract button. 

To remove your resources from expired contracts from other Entered By 
dispatch centers 

 On the Contract screen, for each Contract Number with Type = CWN, perform the 
following 

a. Compare the Contract Number displayed on the Contract screen to what is 
listed on your DPL.  

b. In the Entered By (your dispatch center), click to select the Resource Name, and 
then click the Remove Resource(s) button. 

To select more than one resource at a time, press and hold [Ctrl], and then 
highlight all Resource Names of your choice. 

To remove a contract from other Entered By dispatch office 

 On the Contract screen, for each Entered By ≠ Your Dispatch Center, contact the 
dispatch center listed in the Entered By column.  

 Ask them to remove the contract (put the expired contract into the trash). This will 
remove it from your Contracts screen. 

To create a contract that is not already in ROSS 

 On the Contract screen, click the New button. 

 On the New Contract dialog box, type the Contract Number in the Contract Number 
text box.  

 Click the Calendar button, and then click to select the Begin Date and End Date for 
the contract.  

 Click the Pick button next to the Vendor/Government Non Dispatch. 

 On the Search Vendors dialog box, search for and then click to select the Vendor 
Name associated to your contract, and then click OK. 

 On the New Contract dialog box, click OK. 
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Example 1, “Contract screen,” highlights relevant information in the Type column, the 
Entered By column, and the resources attached to the contract as shown on the 
Resources tab.  

 
Example 1. Contract screen 

In this example, the Contract Number identifies “08,” which indicates the year the 
contract was created, is therefore most likely expired.  

When reviewing your current DPL for “FALLER – SINGLE” and  
“MODULE – FALLER,” check to see if these resources are on the current DPL under the 
same contract number. If not, and your dispatch center is listed in the Entered By 
column, you can put that contract in the trash. This will remove the resources from the 
contract. The resources are still available from the Resource Item screen, and must be 
evaluated prior to implementation of the VIPR to ROSS interface. 

See, “Clean up the resources dispatched by your dispatch center.” 

Remember, these “removed” resources will still display on the Resource Item 
screen and must be evaluated later.   

Example 2, “Expired contract,” is an example of an expired contract entered by CA-YICC 
with a contract Entered By CA-SIFC and an End Date of 04/01/2013. Because CA-SIFC 
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entered the contract originally, the Remove Contract button (the trash can) is grayed 
out (unavailable).  Therefore, CA-YICC cannot remove that contract. 

However, CA-YICC can remove resources from that contract, where Home=CA-YICC, by 
highlighting those resources and clicking the Remove Resource(s) button. 

Remember, these “removed” resources will still display on the Resource Item 
screen and must be evaluated later.   

 
Example 2. Expired contract 

To remove the contract from your Contract screen 

 Contact the dispatch center listed in the Entered By column.  

 Ask them to remove the contract (put the expired contract into the trash). 
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Example 3, “Entered By dispatch center,” shows the Contracts screen for CA-SIFC and 
the organizations related to the contract and to its resources. 

 
Example 3. Entered By dispatch center 

Clean up the resources dispatched by your dispatch center 
To complete the tasks in this section you’ll need to  

• Log in to ROSS 
• Open the Resource Item screen 
• Keep your DPL handy. 

To remove resources in ROSS that are not listed on your DPL 

 In ROSS, open the Resource Item screen, and click the Equipment option button. 

 Look for contracted equipment where the Provider = Forest Service organization. 

For example, “CA-KNF” and “OR-R06” are both Forest Service organizations. 
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 Review the Current Dispatch column.  

Current Dispatch = NONE (CWN/Agreement) denotes a resource attached to a 
contract. Current Dispatch = Dispatch Center ID denotes a resource not attached 
to a contract. 

 Compare the contracted resources on the Resource Item screen to what is listed on 
your DPL. 

 If the resource is no longer on a current contract, click to select the Name, and then 
click the Remove Resource(s) button. 

To verify all contracted equipment resources have a VIN or Serial Number 

 On the Resource Item screen, scroll down the entire list of Equipment. 

 For each Name with Current Dispatch = NONE (CWN/Agreement), perform the 
following: 

a. Click to select the Name. 

b. Review the VIN and the Serial Number fields. 

c. If blank, type the VIN and Year Manufactured, or Serial Number in the 
appropriate text boxes, and then click the Save button. 

Enter the Numbers/characters of the VIN or Serial Number. For example, enter 
“X59349.” Do not enter “VIN X59349.”  

Your DPL does not identify the Year Manufactured. However, if you don’t know 
the Year Manufactured, enter the VIN into the Serial Number text box.  During 
the initial interface connection, ROSS will pull information from VIPR and will be 
able to compare both VIN and Serial Number fields with the manually entered 
resource to find a match. 

d. If the Resource Item Name does not identify (at least) the last six numbers of the 
VIN or Serial Number, add it to the end of the Name. 

e. Click the Save button. 

Example 4, “Resource Item screen,” highlights relevant information in the Name 
column, Provider column, the Current Dispatch column, and the VIN, Year 
Manufactured, and Serial Number fields. Note the naming convention used for a Type 2 
Dozer. While the last six numbers of the VIN number are listed at the end of the 
resource name, it must also be entered into the VIN text box. 
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Example 4. Resource Item screen 

To verify naming convention and complete Unique ID for all Faller 
Modules and Single Fallers 

 On the Resource Item screen, click the Overhead option button. 

 Scroll down the list of Faller Modules and Single Fallers.  

 Review your Dispatch Priority List (DPL) for Faller Modules and Single Fallers. 

 For each Faller Module and Single Faller, perform the following: 

a. Click to select the Name. 

b. Note the Unique ID in the last column of your DPL. 

c. Verify and correct all Names using the following naming conventions 

FALLER – SINGLE - <Vendor Name> - <Complete Unique ID> 

MODULE – FALLER - <Vendor Name> - <Complete Unique ID> 
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d. Click the Save button. 

You must enter the complete Unique ID for Faller Modules and Single Fallers so 
that VIPR can search for a match when VIPR resources are downloaded. If the 
entire name is longer than 93 characters, shorten the vendor name.   

Example 5, “Faller Module Type 1,” shows an excerpt of a DPL listing for CA-YICC. The 
VIN/Unique ID column is highlighted. 

 
Example 5. Faller Module Type 1 

Example 6, “Faller Modules and Single Fallers,” highlights FALLER – MODULE and FALLER 
– SINGLE naming conventions that must be resolved prior to implementation of the VIPR 
to ROSS interface. 

Example 6 also shows that “FALLER – SINGLE – Bill Meadows – Alpine Fallers” is not 
connected to a contract for some reason.  This resource must either be removed (put 
into the ROSS trash can) or added to a current contract if the resource is on a current 
DPL.  
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Example 6. Faller Modules and Single Fallers 

To add equipment resources on your DPL to ROSS 

When creating an Equipment resource item, DO NOT IDENTIFY IT AS A SERVICE. 
Follow the proper naming conventions and be sure to enter the Vendor as the 
Owner and as the Home Unit. 

 On the Resource Item screen, click Equipment, and then click the New button. 

 On the ROSS Confirmation Message dialog box, click No. 

 In the Name box, type the Name of the equipment. 

Remember to use the proper naming convention! For example, DOZER – T2 – 
VENDOR NAME - <last six number of VIN> is a valid naming convention for a Type 
2 Dozer. 

 To identify the equipment, perform one of the following 

a. In the VIN text box, type the Vehicle Identification Number, and then type the 
Year in the Year Manufactured text box, or 
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b. In the Serial Number text box, type the Serial Number. 

Your DPL does not identify the Year Manufactured. However, if you don’t know 
the Year Manufactured, enter the VIN into the Serial Number text box.  During 
the initial interface connection, ROSS will pull information from VIPR and will be 
able to compare both VIN and Serial Number fields with the manually entered 
resource to find a match. 

 Click the Pick Provider button, click Resource has single Provider, search for and 
click to select the Provider of your choice, and then click OK. 

 To identify the equipment as a national resource, select the National Resource 
check box. 

 To save the equipment resource item, click Save. 

 Complete the Resource Item screen tabs as appropriate. 

You must identify the Vendor Name as the Home Unit and as the Owner on the 
Organizations tab on the Resource Item screen. 

To add FALLER resources on your DPL to ROSS 

When creating a “MODULE – FALLER” or a “FALLER – SINGLE” be sure to create 
them as a GROUP. 

 On the Resource Item screen, click Overhead, and then click the New button. 

 On the ROSS Confirmation Message dialog box, click Yes. 

 Note the Unique ID in the last column of your DPL. 

 In the Group Name box, type the Name of the Overhead Group using the following 
naming convention 

MODULE – FALLER - <Vendor Name> - <Complete Unique ID> 

 Click the Pick Provider button, click Resource has single Provider, search for and 
click to select the Provider of your choice, and then click OK. 

 Click the Save button. 

To add resource items created by your dispatch office to your CWN 
contract 

 On the Contract screen, search for and click to select the Contract of your choice.  

 Click the Resources tab, and then click the Add button. 

 On the Search Resources dialog box, click to select either the Search by Resource or 
Search by Catalog tab.  

 Click to select the Resource Items you want to add to your dispatch office’s 
Contract, click the Apply button, and then click the Close button. 
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 On the Information dialog box, click OK. 

If you don’t see your new resource on the Resources tab on the Contract screen, 
go to the Resource Item screen and verify that the Vendor Name is identified as 
the Owner of that resource. 

VIPR Catalog Items 
Table 2, “VIPR Catalog Items,” lists the Catalog Items for VIPR resources. The “VIPR 
Resource Statused in ROSS?” column identifies the following: 

• Yes = The resource will be in ROSS. 
• No = The resource is a service and will be a “Fill with Agreement” resource.  

Catalog Item 
VIPR Resource Statused 

in ROSS? (Y/N) 
Service - Temporary Tower No 
Crash Rescue (Aircraft), Type 2 Yes 
Chipper, Type 1 Yes 
Chipper, Type 2 Yes 
Chipper, Type 3 Yes 
Clerical Support Unit Yes 
Transportation, Bus, Coach Yes 
Trailer - Communications Yes 
Transportation, Bus, Crew Carrier Yes 
Dozer, Type 1 Yes 
Dozer, Type 2 Yes 
Dozer, Type 3 Yes 
Engine, Type 3 Yes 
Engine, Type 4 Yes 
Engine, Type 5 Yes 
Engine, Type 6 Yes 
Excavator, Type 1 Yes 
Excavator, Type 2 Yes 
Excavator, Type 3 Yes 
Excavator, Type 4 Yes 
Faller, Single Yes 
Module, Faller  Yes 
Feller Buncher, Type 1 Yes 
Feller Buncher, Type 2 Yes 
Fuel Tender, Type 1 Yes 
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Catalog Item 
VIPR Resource Statused 

in ROSS? (Y/N) 
Fuel Tender, Type 2 Yes 
Fuel Tender, Type 3 Yes 
Trailer - GIS Yes 
Gray Water Truck - T1 Yes 
Gray Water Truck - T2 Yes 
Gray Water Truck - T3 Yes 
Gray Water Truck - T4 Yes 
Service - Handwashing Station (Portable) No 
Handwashing Station (Trailer Mounted) Yes 
Trailer - Helicopter Operations Support Yes 
Service - Mobile Mechanic No 
Laundry, Mobile Yes 
Trailer - Mobile Sleeper Unit Yes 
Masticator - Boom Mounted, Type 1 Yes 
Masticator - Boom Mounted, Type 2 Yes 
Masticator - Boom Mounted, Type 3 Yes 
Masticator - Boom Mounted, Type 4 Yes 
Strip Mulchers/Masticators Type 1 Yes 
Strip Mulchers/Masticators Type 2 Yes 
Strip Mulchers/Masticators Type 3 Yes 
Transportation - Pickup Yes 
Service - Porta Potties No 
Potable Water Truck - T1 Yes 
Potable Water Truck - T2 Yes 
Potable Water Truck - T3 Yes 
Potable Water Truck - T4 Yes 
Pumper Cat, Type 1 Yes 
Pumper Cat, Type 2 Yes 
Pumper Cat, Type 3 Yes 
Truck / Trailer, Refrigeration Yes 
Road Grader, Type 1 Yes 
Road Grader, Type 2 Yes 
Skidder, Type 1 Yes 
Skidder, Type 2 Yes 
Skidder, Type 3 Yes 
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Catalog Item 
VIPR Resource Statused 

in ROSS? (Y/N) 
Skidgine, Type 1 Yes 
Skidgine, Type 2 Yes 
Skidgine, Type 3 Yes 
Skidgine, Type 4 Yes 
Skidgine, Softtrack Yes 
Transportation - Vehicle, Sport Utility (SUV) Yes 
Transportation - Stakeside Yes 
Tent No 
Tractor Plow, Type 2 Yes 
Tractor Plow, Type 3 Yes 
Transportation, Lowboy, Type 1 Yes 
Transportation, Lowboy, Type 2 Yes 
Transportation, Lowboy, Type 3 Yes 
Vehicle, Utility Terrain (UTV) Yes 
Transportation - Van, Passenger Yes 
Tender, Water (Support), Type 1 Yes 
Tender, Water (Support), Type 2 Yes 
Tender, Water (Support), Type 3 Yes 
Tender, Water (Tactical), Type 1 Yes 
Tender, Water (Tactical), Type 2 Yes 
Weed Washing Unit Yes 
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